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Personal Gender Pronouns 
SHE, HER, HERS 
Agreements  
• Stay Engaged   
• Experience Discomfort  
• Speak your Truth   
• Expect an Accept Non-Closure   
LGBTQIA+ 
A SafeZone or a safe space is where all people can 
bring their authentic selves and feel safe, welcome 
and included. It may be a classroom, an office, a person 
or an entire institution. The LGBTQIA+ SafeZone 
programs aim to increase the awareness, knowledge, and 
skills for individuals and address the challenges that exist 
when one wants to advocate for their LGBTQ+ peers, 
family members, friends, coworkers and for themselves. 
Safe Zone 
You will have the option of  becoming a 
Safe Zone, an ally.  
If  you want, please take a Safe Zone 
sticker and pin, but only if  you are 
genuinely interested in supporting the 








How often have you heard homophobic 
























2016	 2017	 2018	 2019	
Never	 Rarely	 Sometimes	 Often	 Frequently	
Reasons for Feeling Unsafe at School (n =128) 
63 58 48 26 52 40 32 32 24 19 
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Reasons for Feeling Unsafe at School (n = 172*) 
Political Views Body Size Gender 
Expression of Gender Race/Ethnicity SES 
Sexual Orientation Skin Color Religion 
Disability 
The Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy values a diverse community 
where all members are able to participate fully in the IMSA experience. 
Incidents of bias and hate affecting a person or group create a hostile 
climate and negative impact the quality of the IMSA experience for 
community members. IMSA takes such incidents seriously and will 
investigate and respond to reported or observed incidents of bias while 
under the jurisdiction of the Academy (See Policy JB- Student Expression). 
At IMSA, a hate or “bias-related” incident is an act that demonstrates 
prejudice against the victim’s actual or perceived race, color, gender, sexual 
orientation, ethnic origin, religion, ability and/or political affiliation. 
BIAS Incidents at IMSA 
The “T” Word 
with Laverne Cox 
https://youtu.be/mDy0DhfuxfI 
Safe Zone 
You will have the option of  becoming a 
Safe Zone, an ally.  
If  you want, please take a Safe Zone 
sticker and pin, but only if  you are 
genuinely interested in supporting the 
LGBTQIA+ community and serving as 
an ally!!! 
